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Fifteen years ago Doctor Who viewers discovered the ‘truth’ behind the ghost 
ship Marie Celeste. The mysterious disappearance of her entire crew was brought 
about by an invasion of Daleks — ruthless biomechanical creatures from a distant 
world. The series has since presented numerous ingenious fictional explanations 
for some of the strangest events in Earth’s history. Doctor Who revealed that 
the Pyramids of Egypt are of alien origin and that the Loch Ness Monster is an 
alien cyborg, controlled by the power-hungry Zygons. Now The Visitation reveals 
the events leading up to the Great Fire of London in 1666. 


a / Vane. 
PETER DAVISON as The Doctor 


A spectacular meteorite plunges through the 
Earth’s atmosphere on a clear, starry night in 1666. 
In a house near the city of London, a young girl 
peeps from a window to witness a remarkable 
display of pyrotechnics as the object explodes in 
flight. She runs to tell her father what she has seen 
but when he reaches the window the darkness has 
swallowed up all evidence. Neither realise that the 
‘shooting star’ is an alien spaceship, carrying a 
crew of reptilian monsters — Terileptils — intent 
on making the Earth their new home. 


The TARDIS, en route for Heathrow Airport, 
materialises in a sunny woodland glade. The spatial 
co-ordinates are correct — this 1s Heathrow — but 
the temporal co-ordinates are adrift and the ship 
has materialised over 300 years too early. 
Nevertheless, the crew decide to enjoy the English 
countryside and stroll in the woods. The Doctor 
and friends meet Richard Mace, an itinerant actor, 
who befriends them and takes them to a nearby 
barn where the Doctor discovers evidence of alien 
activity. He sets out to investigate further. 


The nearby Manor House has been taken over by 
the Terileptils, escapees from a prison planet. 
Aided by a bejewelled android, they plan to 
introduce a plague virus to London, which will 
wipe out the indigenous population. 

Adric and Tegan are captured by the android and 
taken before the Terileptil leader for interrogation. 
The Doctor, Mace and Nyssa narrowly avoid capture 
by the local villagers, many of whom are under the 
control of the Terileptils. Nyssa returns to the 
TARDIS to prepare a weapon which can be used 
against the android, but the Doctor and Mace are 
apprehended and taken before the alien leader. 
Learning of the existence of the TARDIS, the 
Terileptil leader despatches the android to 
investigate, but Nyssa is waiting and the weapon 
she has constructed proves spectacularly effective. 

Leaving the Manor House, the Terileptils head 
for their London base, from which the plague 
bacillus will be released. The Doctor, Mace and 
Tegan remain prisoners in the Manor. Adric has 
found his way back to the TARDIS and, with 
Nyssa’s help, he pilots the ship to the Manor House, 
releasing the Doctor and the others. They head for 
London. Arriving at night in a quiet side street, 
the Doctor pinpoints an unusual energy source and 
traces it to the Terileptil laboratory. In the fight 
which follows, a fire starts and the alien reptiles 
perish in the flames. The Doctor is surprisingly 
reluctant to fight the blaze, escorting his 
companions back to the TARDIS, having said 
farewell to Mace. 

As the police box slowly dematerialises, a small 
name plate is revealed on the wall behind. It bears 


two words — ‘Pudding Lane’. 

This Doctor Who adventure introduces a new 
race of alien monsters to the series. The impressive 
Terileptils are the result of co-operation between 
the costume, make-up and visual effects departments 
of the BBC. Ingenious use of radio controlled servo 
motors enable the alien leader to achieve some 
remarkable facial expressions. 

Michael Robbins, an actor best-known for his 
comedy roles, plays Richard Mace. Robbins starred 
in the long-running ITV comedy series, On The 
Buses, and appeared with Peter Sellers in one of 
the highly successful Pink Panther feature films. 
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